From Struggle to Spirit: Georgia’s Journey to Freedom
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Dear friend,

| hope this letter finds you well. I’'m writing to you from the country of Georgia—a small but proud
nation nestled between Europe and Asia. | was born after Georgia regained its independence, and | want
to share with you what freedom means to my generation and to me personally.

Georgia declared its independence in 1991, but our journey toward true freedom began long before
that—and it still continues today. Although we officially became independent over three decades ago,
independence is not merely about breaking away from a larger power. It’s about shaping our own
destiny, rebuilding our national identity (which we never truly lost), and aligning ourselves with the
values we believe in—many of which are deeply European: democracy, human rights, and unity through
diversity.

After independence, Georgia faced immense challenges—civil war, economic collapse, and political
instability. For many years, our freedom felt more symbolic than real. But even in the darkest times, the
Georgian people never gave up hope. Our desire for freedom has always been an essential part of our
national spirit.

In the early 2000s, following the Rose Revolution, major reforms began. Corruption was confronted,
democratic institutions began to grow, and our relationship with Europe became stronger. Today,
Georgia is a country striving to integrate into the European Union, and we are proud of the progress we
have made. My generation is the first to grow up with access to the internet, to education, to global
culture—and perhaps most importantly, with the privilege of choice. We can speak freely, think openly,
and dream in color.

Yet full independence remains an ongoing struggle. Twenty percent of our territory is still under
occupation. Our democracy, at times, feels fragile. But we, the youth of Georgia, have a clear vision—a
vision of a united and free nation, one that is both geographically and spiritually a part of the European
family.



The independence of Georgia has opened many new opportunities for its citizens. Freedom is what
empowers us to persevere through challenges. As a young Georgian, | understand that freedom is never
simply given—it is something earned through struggle and protected through daily effort.

And so, dear friend, | invite you to see Georgia not merely as a country that once declared its
independence, but as a resilient and evolving nation—progressing step by step, driven by the spirit and
determination of its people—toward the European future we deeply value and aspire to.

All the best,
Mariam Jguburia

Georgia
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